[Pulmonary resection in renal cell carcinoma metastasis;the influence of histologic atypia of the metastatic focus on preoperative or perioperative diagnosis].
The diagnostic potential of histological atypia grades in distinguishing between primary lung tumors and renal pulmonary metastases. In cases of pulmonary resection for renal cell carcinoma patients, both the preoperative and perioperative diagnosis of lung cancer may be complicated by the need to distinguish between a primary lung tumor and metastatic renal tumor. The degree of histological atypia (grade) of the suspected metastatic focus may indicate the source of the lesion. The aim of this study was to evaluate the preoperative and perioperative diagnostic potential of histological atypia in determining the origin of lung tumors. Five cases that involved surgery for suspected lung metastasis from renal cell carcinoma were investigated. In cases for which the precise diagnosis of the metastatic focus was uncertain, histological atypia of the metastatic focus was of grade 3, whereas that of the primary renal cancer was of grade 1 or 2. These findings suggest that lung metastases with grade 3 histological atypia are suspected to be primary lung tumors on the basis of preoperative imaging, and preoperative distinction between primary lung tumors and metastases from renal cell carcinoma is therefore difficult. In such cases, the choice of operative method needs to be very carefully considered.